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Nicholas Murray Butter. College Entrance Examination Beard 
Fredetjcx. D Mollenhauer, Mollenhauer Sugar Refinery 
Johm H Finlet, College of The City of New York. 

Last Meeting of The New York 

Archaeological Society 

The last lecture of the season •will be given 
Tuesday, March 8, at 116 West 59th Street, at 
8 30 P M. Professor Thcmas D Seymour of Yale 
University will speak on "Archaeological Ex- 
ploration and Excavation in Greek Lands". No 
cards of admission are required. 

RITCHIE'S FABULAE FACILES 

EDITED BY J C KIRTLAND, JR 

In Latin more than in any other language, 
taught in the schools, the transition from the 
study of the elements to that of the literature 
is exceedingly difficult for students of so im- 
mature an age as that of the High School boy 
or girl. Caesar is the best gateway to Latin 
literature, but the gap between the Gallic War 
and the ordinary beginner's book is very wide. 
The summoning of the "Committee of Ten" 
afforded an excellent opportunity for the dis- 
cussion of the question as to what should con- 
stitute the Latin reading in the schools previ- 
ous to Caesar. Two recommendations were 
made: first, that some easy reading should be 
used as a transition from the elementary Latin 
work to the regular reading of a classic; sec- 
ond, that a part of the time now usually given 
to Caesar should be devoted to the study of 
Nepos. 

Many teachers still believe that because the 
time is short, it should not be wasted in read- 
ing Latin that is not definitely set down in the 
college requirements. They therefore enter 
upon the study of Caesar at the earliest mo- 
ment. But the number of those is steadily 
increasing who believe that the student who 
has completed the elementary book, even if he 
has done the work thoroughly, is still unpre- 
pared to enter at once profitably upon the read- 
ing of Caesar's difficult periods. If he has 



courage and persistence, he will make his way 
through the confusion and emerge after a 
time with a reasonable facility in reading his 
Latin text, but, they urge, it could all have 
been done in the same time, with equal cer- 
tainty and with similar expenditure of effort; 
and there is no educational merit in doing 
things in the hardest way. The difficulties 
found in the first Latin author should be arti- 
ficially isolated and attacked one by one. It 
is true after all that language is living, even 
the dead ones, and that this process of simpli- 
fying and systematizing cannot be carried on 
indefinitely; but much more can properly be 
done in the earlier stages of the study of Latin. 
It will be true for some time to come that any 
advance made in that direction will constitute 
a distinct educational gain. 

The effort to render the approach to the 
classical author more gradual and easy has 
appeared, as suggested above, in a variety of 
forms. A new avenue has been opened in that 
direction by Mr Kirtland's edition of Ritchie's 
Fabulae Faciles, a book now widely used in 
English schools which tells in simple Latin 
the stories of Perseus, Hercules, the Argo- 
nauts, and some of the adventures of Ulysses. 
Unlike Nepos or the various modified texts 
of Caesar, it is not based upon the work of a 
I-atin writer; it is "made" Latin throughout. 
But the author has written with such care that, 
aside from the unavoidable brevity of the sen- 
tences and the frequent repetition of words and 
phrases in the earlier part of the book, the 
Latin is pure and idiomatic from beginning 
to end. It is truly ancient not only in its ideas 
but 2lso in the form of their expression. 
Caesar in particular is drawn upon, and differ- 
ent as is the story from that of the Gallic War, 
yet upon every page are found many expres- 
sions that remind us of the Commentaries and 
surprise us into a new admiration of the Cae- 
sarian idiom, which can serve so admirably in 
these strange surroundings. 

To the student, who has read this little book, 
the Gallic War will from the first seem almost 
familiar. Where Caesar's vocabulary fails, as 
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